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 COURSE  II 
 
 Contemporary Civilisation 
 
 (Libyan History, 600 B.C.-1969; European History, 1870-1966) 
 
 
Answer FIVE QUESTIONS, taking only ONE question from each of the sections A,B,C,D,E.   
 
 ALL QUESTIONS ARE OF EQUAL VALUE. 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
     
 
 
       A 
 

A.1. Early Settlers 
 Treat of the legacy of early settlers (Phoenicians; 

Greeks; Romans) to Libya.                             (80) 
 
A.2. The Arab Conquest of Libya 
 The Arab conquest of Libya in the 7th century 

A.D. marked a decisive turning point in the 
history of the country.  Discuss.                      (80) 

 
A.3.   Tripoli, 1510 - 1551 
 Examine the fortunes of Tripoli under Spanish 

rule between 1510 and 1530, and under the 
Knights Hospitallers of St. John between 1530 
and 1551.                                                         (80) 
 

A.4. First Period of Turkish Rule, 1551 - 1711 
 Discuss the fortunes of Libya during the first 

period of Turkish rule between 1551 and 1711.    
                                                                       (80)   
 
A.5. The Karamanli Dynasty, 1711 - 1835 
 The decline and fall of the Karamanli Dynasty 

was the result of internal rivalry and poor 
administration.  Discuss.                              (80) 

  

 
 
 
         B 
 

B.1. The Decline of Libya before 1911 
 Account for the decline of Libya during the latter 

half of the 19th century and the first decade of  the 
20th century.                                                     (80) 

 
B.2. The Italian Invasion of Libya, 1911 - 1912 
 Discuss the main features of the Italian invasion 

and conquest of Libya in 1911 - 1912.             (80) 
 
B.3. Libya under Italian Rule, 1911 - 1939 
 Libya prospered economically under Italian Rule 

between 1911 and 1939.  Discuss.                   (80) 
                                                               
 

B.4. Libya during World War II, 1939 - 1945 
 Treat of the experiences of Libya during World 

War II, 1939 - 1945. 
                                                                                    (80) 
 
B.5. The Revolution of 1969 
 What were the causes of the revolution that took 

place in Libya in 1969? 
                                                                                    (80) 
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         C 

C.1. France, 1871 - 1914 
 The period, 1871 - 1914, was one of major 

instability for France.  Discuss.                           (80) 
 
C.2. Bismarck, 1871 - 1891 
 As Chancellor of Germany, Bismarck showed great 

political skill in his handling of domestic affairs.  
Discuss.                                       (80) 

 

C.3. Britain, 1870 - 1918  
              Trace the progress of political and social reform in 

Britain during the period, 1870 - 1918.  (80) 
                                                                                          
C.4. European Expansion Overseas, 1870 - 1914 
 Discuss the reasons for European expansion 

overseas during the period, 1870 - 1914, and assess 
the impact of that expansion upon the European 
powers.                                                                (80) 

 
C.5. The Eastern Question, 1870 - 1914 
 Show how the Eastern Question affected  relations 

between the European powers during the period,  
1870 - 1914.                                                         (80)
                               

  
                      D 

D.1. Fascist Italy 
 Account for the rise of fascism in Italy and discuss 

the achievements of fascism in that country up to 
circa 1935.                          (80) 

  
D.2. Nazi Germany, 1933 - 1939 
 Discuss how Hitler consolidated his power and 

created a totalitarian state in Germany during the 
period, 1933 - 1939.                                             (80) 

  
D.3. Soviet Russia, 1928 - 1966 
 Treat of economic developments in soviet Russia 

during the period, 1928 - 1939 or during the period, 
1953 - 1966. (80) 

 

D.4. The Cold War in Europe, 1945 - 1966 
 Assess the impact of the Cold War on relations 

between Soviet Russia and the rest of Europe 
during the period, 1945 - 1966. (80) 

                                                                                         
D.5. Decolonisation, 1945 - 1966 

Treat of the withdrawal of one or more European 
powers from colonies overseas during the period, 
1945 - 1966.           (80)  

                                                                        E 

E.1. Libya, 600 B.C. - 1969 
 Research Topic 
(i) Write an account of the topic in Libyan history, 

600 B.C. – 1969, of  which you have made a 
special study but which you have not used in 
your answering of Sections A and B.               (56) 
                                                                                

(ii) Name the sources you consulted for information 
on your research topic.                                   (8)  
                                    

(iii) From one of the sources you have named at (ii) 
above, what evidence did you find of one of the 
following: 
bias; propaganda; objectivity; balance; 
selectivity? Explain your answer.                           
             (16) 

 
E.2. Essay 
 Write an essay on ONE of the following:  
 (i) The invasion of the Vandals in 429 A.D. 
 (ii) The Almuwahidoun Dynasty,  
  1158 - 1230. 
 (iii) The United Nations and Libya.     
 (iv) The Federal Constitution of Libya.  

(v) The Bedouin community in Libya.    (80) 
            

E.3.      Europe, 1870 - 1966 
 Research Topic 
(i) Write an account of the topic in European history, 

1870 – 1966, of which you have made a special 
study but which you have not used in your 
answering of Sections C and D.        (56) 
                 

(ii) Name the sources you consulted for information 
on your research topic.                                      (8) 

(iii) From one of the sources you have named at (ii) 
 above, what evidence did you find of one of the 
 following:  
 bias; propaganda; objectivity; balance; selectivity? 
              Explain your answer.                                        (16) 

E.4.  Essay 
 Write an essay on ONE of the following: 
 (i) Developments in the arts in Europe,  
  1870 - 1966. 
 (ii) The socialist movement in Europe,  
               1870 - 1914. 
  (iii) Warfare during World War I, 1914 - 
  1918.  
 (iv) The Spanish Civil War, 1936 - 1939.
 (v) Konrad Adenauer.         (80) 
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